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O Asaf! You have made the garden of verse fragrant
In a foreign land, with Urdu, you remained conversant
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(Ghazal) If you can't ignite the inner flame
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In Praise of Allah

I find myself on the top of the squad

Because I believe in the only one God

Path of true followers is my conviction

The way of truthfulness is my religion

I say rosary of the Most Benevolent

In my heart, He is the only resident
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In order to reach out to the skies

The land of my heart I do chastise

Every action is the outcome of thought

And my thoughts are of the best sort

My thoughts are purified by His mercy

My heart is full of peace and courtesy

O Asaf, the One and unrivalled Lord

Remains closest to my feeble heart
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In Praise of the Prophet (PBUH)

Remembrance of the Prophet at night
Listening to the Na't* is pure delight

Talking of the Prophet and his remembrance

During nights of ascendance and deliverance

The entire Qur’an is seen unspun

In the sayings of the praised one

*Verse in praise of Prophet Muhammad """
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On his biddings were demolished
The idols that were worshipped

Greatness lies in righteousness

Castes and clans are needless

In reverence to the words of Na't

The pen bows down in the inkpot

Asaf, on the judgement day’s final stand
The Prophet may hold my humble hand
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Such Mothers are Called Bowers

To, logk at. them is a' nmoble treat

The paradise is under their feet

Such mothers are called bowers

Their faces shine with holy glow

And smugness of humility show

Such mothers are called bowers

On their lips the prayers smile

L@ save -ls. from' " evil andfarsrxale

Such mothers are called bowers
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Family is the focus of their attention

Raising the children is their mission

Such mothers are called bowers

They lend radiance to life's motion

And build trust in ways of religion

Such mothers are called bowers

They make their home a paradise

Build bridges of love and sacrifice
Such mothers are called bowers

They carry the light of the religion

A source of knowledge and wisdom

Such mothers are called bowers
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They share the valuable possession

Serving humanity is their tradition

Such mothers are called bowers

They look after unlucky persons

And spend money on poors
Such mothers are called bowers

What little light shines within me

In reflection of my mom's bounty

Such mothers are called bowers

Asaf, I'm blessed with such a mother

Who shields me from every bother

Such mothers are called bowers
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Malala Yousufzai

From a pebble she's become a gemstone

She is a symbol of the enlightened zone

She was innocent daughter of mountains

Caught in the midst of terror campaigns

She's now known around the globe

A superb symbol of light and hope
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The blood-soaked cloak of Malala

From a scarf has become doshala

It's because of her dauntless spirit

Every girl is imbued with her grit

Her scarf is woven with modesty

Her robe is a symbol of bravery

With a message of pen and guidance

She breaks the shroud of ignorance
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She has drained the ocean into a mug

And reduced the waterway into a jug

When she entered the field of action

Made a halo of moon with attraction
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For Malala Yousufzai

On one side are the shadows of ignorance
And glow of knowledge on the other hand
The army of superstition rages on one side
Malala confronts the darkness and its band
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Someone may enlighten the ignorant
The light cannot be killed or eliminated
Malala is such a tough canoe of courage

Which cannot be sunk or devastated

The life of knowledgeable people
Is more often scented and fragrant
When you trim the wick of a lamp
The light gets bright and radiant
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The Daughter of Swat

The caravan of Knowledge she leads

Is an imitable role model by deeds

She is a terror for the ignorant mind

And a bulwark against the unkind

Ever ready to fight against bigotry

Lone campaigner against barbarity
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she's “hips‘amdliready- o' fighit
TogéndiFthefidarknessiyot | night

Against renegades' affright
She'st af" torehbearens oS light

Brick by brick and piece by piece

She builds the mansion of peace

Friendship she always advocates

Barbarism she fully repudiates
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The*penlikela tlag” she beans
With pluck and will she dares

With the knowledge intoxication

Bears the banner of education
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Ghazal

Though every contact is personal

My thought content is universal

Find' a sfollowers wiethe FGhaZznati

I target every form of idolatry

See the inner world and know

What a wonder does it show







I'm the moving leg of compasses

But stay fixed at one point always

Those who love her so dearly

Life sings them sweet lullaby

That I may recall after I perish
Such a kind of living I cherish

Air - sustains all life over here

But sniffs the lamps that dare
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There is no escape or running

When death comes humming

Memory in separation longs

And sings the saddest songs

Asaf, 1 befool her once in a while

And she dupes me often in style
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Couplets

Gold and silver can be regained with labor

But the stealing of heart none can recover

Passion always plagues the restless lover

Love gradually takes away sleep for ever

The cuckoo celebrates the monsoon rage

The love-stricken burns on loveless stage
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My heart burns; eyes have dried forever

But when I weep, it makes a raging river

My crazy heart pines for love and nearness

If separated, the world will turn colorless

We hide wounds like secret of some sort

Who may bring solace to a forlorn heart?

Lovers draw water from the well of heart

But their enemies play tricks of every sort

P
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My heart is shady like a banyan tree outside

But every pain smolders like ambers inside

The true lovers stand holding this world aloft

The fibbers and frauds are like a barren croft

My bed is thorny and eyes are sore untold

One loses the sleep while guarding the gold
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Ghazal
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Is it a sign of an invitation?

Some books and love letters
ElFatlse all SElYass hiowe mahtelks
The one who seems so dear

There

Tomorrow, may not be near
i
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Wealth, riches, name and fame

Is nothing but an elusive game

After long years of living together

Don't know my next-door neighbor

The memories of Faiz and Faraz

Come streaming without pause

Self-discovery is once more required

What strange times have transpired?
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How are lovers like Majnoo or Qais?

The jungle reminds me every place

That was your saying of preference

Whose quote is now under reference?

Because of mother's fond acclaim

Asaf has earned a name and fame
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Memories

Books, dried flowers and memories

Of the first fond follies and reveries

Here memories of medical education

There was America and its fascination

Memory of Faraz, Faiz, Sufi Tabassum

Their great company and poetic hum
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They've been taking a toll of my life

The deposed memories of my strife

My face still carries the ruddy rust

Of my Lahore and its precious dust

World is a large university module

[ cherish the memory of my school

Asaf, the memories still take a toll
Of my lifeblood and that's not all
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Ghazal

Love has many a splendid emotion

Not a drop to drink from the ocean

I was fed on the drops of saltwater

Away from the dew of magna matter

My Friends were kind and generous

The enemies I guided nevertheless
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The tears kept flowing from the eyes

Clouds of sorrow darkened the skies

She remembered me in such a way

Kept humming and sang like a jay

The life was spent in a state of fear

I always dreaded; she was severe

I had little time for my dear friends

Lifelong, I kept on making amends
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Paper flowers filled my inner part

I kept arranging with a heavy heart

For fear of exposure of true perception

I kept beating the drums of deception

Why had Asaf gone to sleep that soon

Persistently, time continued to croon
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Ghazal

If you can't ignite the inner flame

How would you then earn a name?

When there is no air in the camp

How would you light your lamp?

If you play with fire without ado

One day it'll burn your house too
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She has vowed to take the poison

Would you stand by your passion?

People are heartless and callous

Who would you turn to for solace?

Keeping company of the lowly sort

You'll lower the worth of your heart

If you break away from the crowd

It1ll add to the fears in your shroud

Asaf, the life is like the shifting sand
Can you make the path you planned?
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Ghazal

The dreadful wait lingered in agony
I flickered like a lamp in the balcony

Wind urged me to go with the sail
But I kept flying against the gale

My mom's prayers were not in vain

I fell and faltered but got up again




L e = U R

S G5 & b e
p@y;mut/fz_/:

ur.{gj/".’«f}‘/;:o)lgéj
L Muﬁ/?cx,,z d/:ﬁ)

1
|
f‘

.'* . -
o ‘; B ;?‘_‘r"
T é“\ Xy
| e —— -;'.r.n —_




Thezhentia" onsdliers pretty feet

Kept delaying our time to meet

For a wish to go beyond the floats
I kept playing with the paper boats

The Illusion of friendship had its lows

My rival kept growing under my nose

Without a path or purpose in mind
I kept sliding on the sands of time
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There was no tilt in gait or carriage

I kept holding the hand of courage

Asaf, the fire of love burnt me thin

And I kept on melting from within
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Quadrate

Neither are you a Zuleika, nor I a Joseph
Come see this new and strange process
The bleeding fingers speak against me

And the torn shirt is my sole witness

Quadrate

Don't indulge in games that are useless
Face hardships with sheer faithfulness
Asaf, it is the abode of sorrow-stricken

Get them some moments of happiness
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The Morning of Hope

The dawn of such a day will come

When dainty plumes will succumb

Charm of wealth worship will rend

The suffering of darkness will end

The-‘sun of peace ~willifisejaticrsall

The Idol houses of darkness will fall
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Idols of Laat and Munaat will regress

On hearing the siren of truthfulness

Army of rogue elephant with dare

Will blow up like chaff into thin air

Birds with pebbles in beaks will show
The time will deal the finishing blow

We'll restart our journey post haste

We'll be denizens of a peaceful state




]
%
*

o i

TNy

u“}; ]

e

s




The earth will shine with brightness

Principles of faith will ensure justice

From trust, every job shall emanate

Soon enough, such a day will radiate
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